
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 25 March 2010] 

 p1074b-1075a 
Hon Donna Faragher; Deputy President 

 [1] 

Peel Inlet and Dawesville Channel — Airboats — Adjournment Debate 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [5.25 pm]: I do not intend to 
keep the house very long, but I have to respond to a couple of the comments made by Hon Sally Talbot. Once 
again she is wrong on a number of elements. 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I would be sitting down about now, actually. 

I am not aware of the letter from the member for Mandurah. I respond to correspondence in a timely manner, and 
if that has not occurred in this instance, I will certainly follow it up. Hon Sally Talbot may not like my answers, 
but I am prepared to answer any question she puts to me. 

Hon Sally Talbot: You haven’t answered one. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: If the member would just listen to me. 

Hon Sally Talbot: What question are you answering now? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Today’s question relating to the Peel Inlet was put to my office, and my office 
received advice from the department. One would have thought that the member would have wanted to make sure 
that the question was answered by the appropriate minister. As I said, I am happy to answer questions. 

Hon Sally Talbot: I didn’t get an answer! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I hate to burst the member’s bubble, but I will let her know the answer. I did not 
have this information in front of me earlier. This is a matter for the Department of Water, and one aspect of the 
member’s question relates to the Department of Transport. 

Hon Sally Talbot: They didn’t answer it! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Last time I checked, I was not the Minister for Water. For the information of the 
member, when the Department of Water separated from the Department of Environment prior to the Department 
of Environment merging with CALM to become the Department of Environment and Conservation, 
responsibility for the Waterways Conservation Act 1976 and all the resources related to it were retained by the 
Department of Water. 

Hon Sally Talbot: So you can’t answer David Templeman’s question? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: As far as I am aware, I was actually answering a question put by the member 
today, not a letter from the member for Mandurah. The member put a question to me and my office got advice. 
The advice I had was that the questions the member put related to the Waterways Conservation Act, which falls 
within the purview of the Minister for Water. In respect of the restricting or banning of vessels—it is fortunate 
that the Minister for Transport is here—responsibility for the regulation of vessels rests with the Department of 
Transport. The fact is that I am more than happy to answer Hon Sally Talbot’s questions, but she must direct 
them to the appropriate minister. We thought we were being helpful by sending the question on to the 
appropriate minister. 

Hon Sally Talbot: They didn’t answer the question! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: That is actually not my issue. If a question is put to me, I will answer it, but I am 
not the Minister for Water. I will obviously take on board the member’s comments and pass them on to the 
Minister for Water, and as he has indicated, an answer will be provided to her. 

Hon Sally Talbot: Are you the minister for foreshores? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I am not the Minister for Water. I do not quite understand why Hon Sally Talbot 
just does not get it. I will say one other thing and move on from that.  

Hon Sally Talbot interjected. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Yes, I will talk about the stations. Hon Sally Talbot put a question to me a week or 
so ago and then put out a media statement that said - 

“I understand that Karara homestead has already gone, after bulldozers levelled it,” … 

I checked on that with my department. Again, I hate to burst the bubble of Hon Sally Talbot, but Karara 
homestead has not been bulldozed. In fact — 

Several members interjected.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm): Order, members! I know that members are 
enjoying Thursday afternoon in the chamber, but, dare I say it, Hansard is finding it increasingly difficult, as I 
am, to follow the minister’s discussion. I ask members to minimise their interjections.  
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Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  

Hon Sally Talbot always puts out press statements that are wrong; they are factually incorrect. For the 
information of members of this house, Karara homestead, which according to Hon Sally Talbot has been 
bulldozed, is an important base for the operations of the Department of Environment and Conservation and is 
important from a scientific perspective. There is no suggestion that this scientific facility will be bulldozed. 
Additionally, I understand that Hon Sally Talbot suggested that Dalgaranga homestead, which was the subject of 
one of her questions, is over 100 years old. Again, I have been advised that that station is not on either the state 
or a municipal heritage list. Hon Sally Talbot can get up and make her claims and put out statements that are 
consistently wrong, but she must be prepared for me to come in here and correct her. In relation to the question 
that was put to me today, just in case the member still has not got it, that question falls within the responsibility 
of the Minister for Water.  
 


